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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL, 



TEMPER. 

By MAftriw Doyle, Author of " Hints to Small Farmers," 
&c. &c. &c. 

(VOIl THE DUBLIN PENNV JOURNAL.) 

"All (iccommodiiting temper m<?ota its rownrd." 

* Two gentlemen, brothers, called at the office to take seats 
for the following; morning, in the Kilkenny coach; there 
were fortunately two inside places vacant, as the elder brother 
was, from his appearance, obviously suffering - under some op- 
pressive ailment, and the other in rather a delicate stato of 
health. Between the two there happened not to be more 
cash than was sufficient to pay for one passenger; the second 
brother said he would bring ttie fare with him in the morning, 
and went away. In a short time after, another person came 
into the office, asked for a seat in the same coach, tendered 
his money, insisted on the strict rule being observed, and was 
booked accordingly. The next morning an hour before day, 
the brothers arrived ; the invalid got in, and the other put- 
ting down his fare was told that tho place was tilled by one 
who had paid his money, and threatened that if refused his 
place, he would hire a chaise for tho whole journey to Dub- 
lin, at tho expense of the coach proprietors. The young man 
looked into the coach, and finding all tho seats occupied, 
hogged, and was strenuously supported by his brother, to bo 
admitted as a fifth, oven for a stage or two, as ho was not in 
good health, and tho rain poured down in a tremendous de- 
luge. 

The rest of tho coach company seemed to yield, but tho 
stiff gentleman was con — tra — ryy as will sometimes happen, 
and with his former menace silenced tho agent (who was 
leaning to tho side of mercy), and insisted with increased ve- 
hemence, that the rules of the oflieo should bo observed. 

This strict person was owner of a great flour mill ; he was 
any thing but a jaUtj miller, not resembling* his professional 
predecessor of the river Dee, in.the gaiety of his_ indepen- 
dence, but adhering literally and morosely to tho principle of 
" earing for nobody," not because " nobody cared for him," 
hut because it was the habit of his life to make every liberal 
thought or kind intention, which accidentally arose in his 
mind, like worldly charity, to hogin at home, and centre in 
Isimself; ho was wrapped up in his milling operations, and 
eyed his bags of flour with the same avidity as a miser would 
those of his gold ; he was that sort of selfish and self-suffi- 
cient person that would not take any moderate boot between 
the prime minister and himself, and thought the machinery 
of the state of little importance compared with that of bis 
own mill. He ordered Ike coachman to got forward, with 
some further menace if he did not. 

The young man after a little altercation, took his seat be- 
side the guard, and the coachman drove off. It was still dark ; 
tho rain was intense, the voices ceased, and' the invalid, if a 
gentle snore was any indication,, had fallen asleep. 

As tho coach passed through the Fox and Geese Com- 
mon, a barking cur assailed the horses, and was apparently 
responded to by a low growl from tho interior of tho vehicle. 
•' Is there a dog in the coach," nBked the miller, for it was yet 
pitch dark. Those who were awake said, they could not tell : 
tho invalid breathed hard and snored — in a few minutes tho 
growl was heard again, advancing to a sharper snarl. " Have 
you got a dog in the coach V" asked tho miller — " it is con- 
trary to all rule — the agent is incorrect, and shall he lined — 
it shall be looked to when the coach stops." A renewed 
snarl and a few chopping barks from the opposite sent where 
the invalid was placed, made the miller certain that the dog 
belonged to him, and lay behind his legs; not wishing, how- 
ever, to put out. his band, or even his foot, to make the tiinl, 
ho waiteil for daylight impatiently, and one or two succeed- 
ing growls from the same quarter, confirmed him in this sur- 
mise. At length a tedious dawn gave way to the slowly in- 
creasing light of a gloomy morning ; the miller had his eye 
.fixed upon the spot, and as objects became less enveloped in 
shade, he chuckled at having ocular proof of the nuiBance 
which ho determined to complain and get rid of at tho next 
stage. 

There lay the dog, as ho conceived, behind his master's 
legs : but what was his disappointment and chagrin when 
through the breaking clouds, a strong gleam of light fell upon 
. — not the dog ol/liis imagination — but on a small portman- 



.« Vide eld song of the ".Jolly Miller." 



teau belonging to tho invalid, who at tho sudden burst of light 
which had surprised and disappointed tho miller, openod his 
eyes, keen, sharp, and penetrating, but sunk deep in a palo 
and emaciated countenance. " Yon have been asleep," said 
the miller — " have I ?" was tho reply. " Have you a dog in 
the coach ?" — " No." " Did you not hear any growling or 
snarling in tho conch ?" " I did at setting off." " From what 
quarter did you hear it ?" " From yourself, growling about 
strict rules." " You are satirical, hut wo have heard a dog 
in the coach, and it shall not remain — you were asleep."—. 
" So you say." " You snored in your sleep." " Maybe bo,'> 
" Do you ever growl, or snarl, or bark in your sleep ?" " It 
is not improbable — I have not been very well ; hut Doctor 
Middleton tells me I am cured." " Do you say Middleton — 
that's the mad doctor." " He's a very good doctor, and I'll 
thank him tho longest day I live." 'I ho miliar in some little 
alarm, asked in a milder tone, " were you in his house ?" " I 
was, for three months, and ho performed a great euro for 
me," Blay I ask," said the now subdued miller, " what was 
the nature of your malady?" "Why, if you must know," 
replied the invalid, "it was neither more nor less than tho 
bite of a mad dog." — "Save us," said the miller, "mid did 
the doctor effect a perfect cure?" " He did, unit sent me out 
yesterday to return to my native air, saying that the trifling 
symptom of snarling like a dog, which, perhaps, may have an- 
noyed you iu my sleep, will gradually wear away, and does 
not Higuify, as I have done no mischief for the last month, and 
he was sure that going hack to my family would quiet my 
mind and sot all right." The miller's eountenmire now ex- 
hibited a strong expression of terror ; ho looked wistfully out 
of tho window, and lamented the teeming nun which pre- 
vented him from enjoying a seat outside. At this moment 
the invalid was affected tiy a tremendous fit of snarling and 
barking, resembling so perfectly the canine expression of tho, 
most furious irritation, that the miller under tho strongest 
ahym was about to get out of the coach, whim the invalid, 
seizing him by the lapelles of his coat, grinned at him, and 
exhibited a set of deformed teeth, burking vehemently for 
some minutosi and then subsiding into a perfect calm, en- 
treated the terrified miller not to bo in the least alarmed, that 
it was all over, and that ho might depend on there being no 
danger whatever ; for though he was affected from time kt 
timo in this unpleasant way, ho had not bitten any one for 
tho last six weeks. Ha then brightened tip, was extremely 
agreeable in conversation, in which tho now silent miller was 
not moved to join, and exhibited loss the appearance of any 
oppressive malady. 

By this timo tho conch had arrived at Black Church ; tho 
iiiin" was rather heavier, and more perpendicular in its des- 
cent: during the change of horses the feverish miller called 
for a glass of spring water, which when presented to him at 
tho carriage window, was instantly dashed to pieces by the 
sufferer under hydrophobia, who rocemmonei'd the most ter- 
rific barkings nud snnrlings, accompanied by grinnings und 
gestures tho moat frightful, through all of which lie roared to 
the miller to be under no alarm, that it Would not signify, 
that Doctor Middleton lvacl told him so, that he had bitten no 
one for six weeks, and that ho would be quiet again in a few 
minutes. 

But the trembling miller determined not to trust him, Dr. 
Middleton, or the nature of his disorder, jumped out of tho 
coach, called for a chaise, and posted on alone. As lie drove. 
off, tho invalid putting his head out of the window, invited 
his brother into the vacant seat, which (leaving his wet cloak 
with tho guard) he enjoyed for tho remainder "of a drenching 
day, to the infinite mirth of tho passengers, (previously made 
acquainted with the trick,) and to tho still further uunoyant'e 
of tho miller, whom they passed upon tho road, and who was 
saluted by both brothers, with a familiar noil of humorous 
and wicked sarcasm, and an exclamation from both, "you 
should observe strict rules." 

MORAL. 

In every rank of life lot a disobliging tompfir be avoided. 
Be accommodating in every way that religion and duty will 
sanction — " Do as yon would he done unto," recollecting that 
it is a divine maxim, and that, so blended lira tho wants and 
dependencies of the human race in all its gradations, you can- 
not tell the moment that a kind action done, way not bo re- 
compensed tenfold, or that a sulky, surly, unaccommodating 
temper may not meet, as in the miller's case, if not a morn 
galling return, at least that of ridicule, contempt, and disap- 
pointment, 



